CHARLOTTE CHAPEL FOOTBALL CLUB

On almost all Saturday mornings from August to May for the past five years [written in January 1994], eleven young men, representing the Chapel, have turned out to play ‘friendly’ football matches on an ad hoc basis in a ‘league’ which consists of 11 teams mostly from other local churches including the recently admitted Gorgie Salvation Army. There are two ‘Cup’ Competitions and a Championship title to play for and prizes, trophy and medal presentations are made at the end of the season. In the past these have been made by Brian Irvine who spoke recently in the Chapel under the auspices of ‘Christians in Sport’.  The League is currently administered by Norrie Wilson.

In the past, under Alan Barlow’s managership, the team won two cups, although this could be considered a poor record from a church that easily has the largest pool of potential players to choose from. The 92/93 season, under the management of Tim Martin, saw the best football ever from the Chapel team, who finished a close second in the league and reached the semi-finals of the ‘Cup’. This season, under the new management of Colin Finlayson and Mike Sinclair, we are seeking to build on last year’s significant improvements and are already encouraged by holding the ‘Top of the League’ position. This in spite of losing some good players, including one to the Moody Bible Institute Football Club. We have a structured training session every Tuesday at 7pm at Telford College. New players are welcome.

Finally, can I ask you to pray for us in the spiritual battle in which we are engaged. Over the past five years, on average only about half the team have been Christians. We give thanks to the Lord that recently several of the team have started coming to the Chapel. Some have eventually come to know the Lord and have been baptised. The team has therefore proved to be a vehicle for outreach within the chapel. At the end of the day, the philosophy around which the team is based is not about winning cups, but is about winning ‘trophies of grace’ - average guys for Christ.

Note: The above refers only to the 1990s – the football team was taken under the umbrella of a Chapel Ministry in 1995 and the following text is in Chapter 50 of the book:

In 1934, some young men in the Chapel asked the deacons for permission to field a team in the East of Scotland Churches Football Association; they were told: ‘it would not be in the highest and best interests of the Church’. Although attitudes had changed in many ways over 50 years, their successors in 1986 did not risk a refusal and simply joined the Association. There were eleven churches in the league, so there was a game every Saturday for all except one of them in rotation. The Chapel team competed successfully, although it was so loosely connected with the Chapel that it did not feature in any printed reports and few, apart from those taking part, know of its existence. Players did not have to be members of the church, nor even to attend its services; many came through personal contact, for example with Scouts at camp.

In 1994, the team was mentioned in the Record for the first time; in 2002, it achieved a two-page spread on winning the Association cup. Then, in 2005, the team was taken over by the Chapel office-bearers under the title Charlotte Sports, a new auxiliary formed to develop sport as an outreach ministry (Chapter 56). The team’s fixtures were then included in the Sunday bulletin, with the exhortation: ‘please pray that the potential for outreach and discipleship may be truly fulfilled’; the score was printed on the following Sunday. 

And the following is in Chapter 56:

Encouraged by the interest shown in the Ambassadors in Sport soccer schools, the Chapel officially recognized its own football team (Chapter 50), and brought it under the umbrella of Charlotte Sports, a new auxiliary formed to develop sport as an outreach ministry. By 2006, this auxiliary was running golf outings and hockey matches and entered Team Charlotte in a nation-wide effort to raise £100,000 for Tearfund in September 2006.
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